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District Committee Community Cohesion report 
 ς Batley and Spen  
 
Executive Summary 
 

¶ Local area satisfaction in adults (76.2%) and young people (75.6%) in Batley and Spen 
(76.2%) is similar to the Kirklees average, and there is little variation in the result at 
ward level. 

¶ Batley and Spen district committee has a varied ethnic profile, where some wards 
have a 50:50 mix of people of White/Asian ethnic backgrounds (Batley East), 
whereas other wards are predominantly white (e.g. Cleckheaton).  

¶ In 2016, just over half of people agreed that their local area is a place where people 
from different ethnic backgrounds get on well together. This is a significant 
improvement than when the same question was asked in the 2012 (37.7%), but this 
still slighter lower than the Kirklees average. When the responses to this question 
are split by ethnic background, interestingly, 80% of South Asian respondents 
agreed, whereas only 45% of white respondents agreed.   

¶ In Batley and Spen, two thirds of people (65.6%) agree that people of different ages 
get on well together in 2016, which is similar to the Kirklees average and the 2012 
resultΣ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ƴƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ. 

¶ Since residents were surveyed in 2012, there has been a significant increase in 
perceived levels of respect/consideration amongst residents (from 49.6% in 2012 to 
58.2% in 2016), which is similar the Kirklees average (63.2%). A similar pattern exists 
when residents were asked if they trust each other. 

¶ In 2016, 7.7% of residents in the area feel lonely all or most of the time. This figure is 
similar to the Kirklees average and has increased since 2012 (5.5%). 

¶ During 2015/16, 13,053 reported crimes classified as anti-social behaviour (ASB) in 
Kirklees, with 28% (3673) of these in Batley and Spen. In this area, Birstall and 
Birkenshaw ward had the highest rate of ASB crimes (44 per 1,000 residents), which 
is greater than the Kirklees average (30 per 1,000 residents). 

¶ Between 2009 and 2014, there has been little change in in the public perception of 
ASB crime levels.  

¶ At a local authority level, there is a strong relationship between the levels of 
deprivation and the proportion of Children consistently missing school (persistent 
absentees). The map within this report highlights areas with the highest proportion 
of persistent absentees within Batley and Spen. 

¶ In 2014, 14% and 7% of residents of Batley, Birstall and Birkenshaw and Spen Valley 
respectively, thought that hate Crime was a problem in their area. 

¶ 4.5% of households in Batley and Spen are in areas defined as amongst the most 
deprived 10% in England and 1 in 4 (26.5%) fall into the most deprived 20% 

 
Local Area Satisfaction 
Over three quarters (76.2%) of the residents of Batley and Spen were satisfied with their 
local area as a place to live (CLiK 2016), which is similar to the Kirklees average (78.6%). The 
ward level results for area satisfaction (Figure 1) are not significantly different than the 
Kirklees average. 
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Figure 1. Chart showing the proportion adults in the wards of Batley and Spen who are 
satisfied with their local area as a place to live (CLiK 2016). 
 
The 2014 Children and Young People Survey (CYPS) asked children from Years 7, 9 and 12 
across 25 schools within Kirklees if they were satisfied with their local area as a place to live. 
In Batley and Spen, 75.6% of young people were satisfied with their local area which is 
similar to the Kirklees average (73.3%). The results for all district committees are shown in 
Figure 2 below.  

 
Figure 2. Chart showing the proportion of young people who are satisfied/dissatisfied with 
their local area as a place to live. 
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The West Yorkshire Police and Crime Commissioner (WY PCC) Public Perceptions of Crime 
Survey has been carried out roughly each quarter between 2009 and the end of 2014. This 
survey is sent to a random sample of households and has a stated +/-2% and +/-4% point 
accuracy at local authority level and neighbourhood policing team level respectively. Batley 
and Spen district committee is made up of two neighbourhood policing teams; Batley, 
Birstall and Birkenshaw and Spen Valley.  The survey revealed that in December 2014 (most 
recent data) 74.7% and 78.4% of residents of Batley, Birstall and Birkenshaw and Spen 
Valley respectively, were satisfied with their local area. The Kirklees average was 82.6%.  
The survey also revealed that in December 2014, 61% and 62% of residents of Batley, Birstall 
and Birkenshaw and Spen Valley respectively, agreed that people live together 
harmoniously, which is lower than the Kirklees average (67%).  
 
Ethnic Backgrounds 
The wards that make up Batley and Spen District Committee have quite different ethnic 
population profiles. Batley East ward has an almost 50:50 split of people of white and south 
Asian ethnicities (2011 Census), whereas Birstall and Birkenshaw, Cleckheaton and 
Liversedge and Gomersal are made up of predominantly white ethnicity (~96%). Batley West 
and Heckmondwike have 65% and 76% white populations respectively. This spatial 
heterogeneity of ethnicity is illustrated in Figure 3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3. Map showing the spatial variation of people of different ethnic backgrounds across 
Kirklees (Data from Census 2011). 
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Although, overall in Batley and Spen three quarters of the population are white British, only 
61% of births are in this ethnic category. Higher birth rates in ethnic minority groups suggest 
that the profile of this district committee will change in the coming years (see KJSA for more 
information). 
 
In Batley and Spen, 51.4% of people agreed that their local area is a place where people 
from different ethnic backgrounds get on well together. This is significantly more than when 
the same question was asked in the 2012 survey (37.7%), but this is slightly lower than the 
Kirklees average (53.8%). The following wards had significantly better results for this 
question than in 2012 (Figure 4): 
 
    2012  2016 
Batley East   51%  66% 
Heckmondwike  34%  57% 
Liversedge and Gomersal  31%  49% 
 
Interestingly, there is significant difference between the proportion of people who agree 
that people of different ethnic backgrounds get well together when looking at the responses 
of people from different ethnic groups.  Four out of 5 (80%) people of south Asian ethnicity 
agree that people of different ethnic backgrounds get along compared to only 45% of 
people of white ethnicity. 
 

 
Figure 4. Chart showing the proportion adults in the wards of Batley and Spen who agreed 
that their local area is a place where people from different ethnic backgrounds get on well 
together (CLiK 2016). 
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Ages 
Batley West has a larger proportion of younger age groups whereas Birstall & Birkenshaw, 
Cleckheaton and Liversedge & Gomersal have larger proportions of older age groups (see 
KJSA for more information).  
 
In Batley and Spen, 65.6% of people agreed that their local area is a place where people of 
different ages get on well together (CLiK 2016), which is not significantly different than the 
Kirklees average (70.1%). At ward and district committee level this result is not statistically 
different to the 2012 CLiK ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ƴƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
issue over time. The ward level results for this question in the CLiK 2016 survey are shown in 
Figure 5.  

Figure 5. Chart showing the proportion adults in the wards of Batley and Spen who agreed 
that their local area is a place where people of different ages get on well together (CLiK 
2016). 
 
The CYPS asked children what extent they agreed/disagreed that their area is a place where 
people of different ages get on well together. In Batley and Spen, 61.8% of young people 
agreed, which is similar to the Kirklees average (61.4%). The results for all district 
committees are shown in Figure 6 below. 
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Figure 6. Chart showing the proportion of young people who are agreed/disagreed that their 
areas is a place where different ages get on well together. 
 
Respect and Consideration 
In Batley and Spen, 58.2% of people agreed that their local area is a place where people 
treat each other with respect and consideration. This is not significantly different than the 
Kirklees average (63.2%), but significantly better than when residents in this district 
committee were asked the same question in 2012 (49.6%).  The ward level results for this 
question in the CLiK 2016 survey are shown in Figure 7.  

Figure 7. Chart showing the proportion adults in the wards of Batley and Spen who agreed 
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that their local area is a place where people treat each other with respect and consideration 
(CLiK 2016). 
 
Trust 
In Batley and Spen, 50.2% of people agreed that their local area is a place where people 
trust each other (CLiK 2016). This is not significantly different than the Kirklees average 
(53.4%), but significantly better than when residents in this district committee were asked 
the same question in 2012 (38.8%). The ward level results for this question in the CLiK 2016 
survey are shown in Figure 8. The results show that in Batley West, only 40.4% of people 
agreed that their local area is a place where people trust each other, the lowest proportion 
out of all the wards in Batley and Spen, and significantly lower than the Kirklees average 

 
Figure 8. Chart showing the proportion adults in the wards of Batley and Spen who agreed 
that their local area is a place where people trust each other (CLiK 2016). 
 
Loneliness 
In Batley and Spen, 7.7% of people feel lonely all or most of the time (CLiK 2016). This result 
is not significantly different than the Kirklees average (7.2%) in 2016, but has increased 
significantly since 2012 (5.5%). The ward level results for this question in the CLiK 2016 
survey are shown in Figure 9. 
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Figure 9. Chart showing the proportion adults in the wards of Batley and Spen who feel 
lonely or isolated (CLiK 2016). 
 
Anti-Social Behaviour Street-level Crime 
During 2015/16 (April-March) there were 13,053 reported crimes classified as anti-social 
behaviour (ASB) in Kirklees, with 28% (3673) of these in Batley and Spen. Within Batley and 
Spen district committee, Birstall and Birkenshaw ward had the highest rate of ASB crimes 
(44 per 1,000 residents), which is greater than the Kirklees average (30 per 1,000 residents). 
ASB crime hotspots are shown in the Figure 10 and the methodology is described in the 
appendix. The following areas in Batley and Spen had a high density of ASB crimes during 
2015/16 (shown as re hot hotspots on the map): 

¶ Hyrstlands Park, Batley Carr 

¶ Around Flush Mills, Heckmondwike 

¶ On or near Priestly square, Birstall (Nova estate) 

¶ Fieldhead estate 

¶ Turnsteads estate 
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Figure 10. Map showing hot-spots of Anti-Social Behaviour between April 2015 and March 
2016. Street level crime data is freely available from data.police.gov.uk. 
 
The WY PCC Public Perceptions of Crime Survey asked residents how they thought ASB 
levels were changing over time. Between 2009 and 2014, there was no change in in the 
public perception of ASB crime levels in Batley, Birstall and Birkenshaw. In contrast, in Spen 
Valley, between 2009 and 2014, fewer people felt that ASB crime was increasing and more 
people now think that levels are staying the same. 
 
The WY PCC Public Perceptions of Crime Survey also asked residents if they agreed the 
Police and local council are dealing with ASB and crime issues that matter. The most recent 
data (December 2014) reveals that ~37% of residents of Batley and Spen agreed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Andrew Fitzpatrick ς Research & Intelligence Team 12/01/2017 
 

Persistent School Absentees 
Persistent absentees data has been provided by the commissioning and safeguarding team 
at lower super output area level (LSOA). Persistent Absentees are defined as a pupil who has 
been absent for >10% of the school year. The spatial variation of the proportion of 
persistently absent pupils is show in Figure 11. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 11. Map showing the percentage of persistent absentees within each Lower Super 
Output Area (LSOA) for the academic years 2013/14 and 2014/15. 
 
Within Batley and Spen District committee, the following areas (LSOAs) had the highest 
proportion of persistent absentees: 
 

¶ Batley - Cemetery, Healey, Aysgarth Road, Hayburn Road area 

¶ Birstall - Fieldhead Estate 

¶ Liversedge - Mill Bridge, Union Road, Upper Barker Street, Healds Avenue area 

¶ Heckmondwike - Fairmoor Way, Dale Lane and White Lee Estates, Hadfield Road. 
Lawrence Crescent area 

¶ Batley - Carlinghow, Fairview Estate, Wilton Estate area 

¶ Gomersal (south) / Littletown - Gomersal Lane, Upper Lane, Listerdale, Eddercliffe 
Cres, Stubley Estate 
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¶ Liversedge - Firthcliffe Estate, Listing Avenue area 
 

Overall, across Kirklees there is a strong relationship between deprivation and persistent 
absence from school as shown in Figure 12. 

 
Figure 12. Chart showing the relationship between deprivation and the proportion of 
persistent absentees. 
 
Hate Crimes 
The WY PCC Public Perceptions of Crime Survey asked residents if hate crime was a 
problem. In December 2014, 14% and 7% of residents of Batley, Birstall and Birkenshaw and 
Spen Valley respectively, agreed that hate crime was a problem. The Kirklees average is 
6.5%, which compares to Leeds, 8.1%, Bradford, 10.9%, Calderdale, 5.5% and Wakefield, 
5.1%.   
 
Hate crime data from July 2015- July 2016 was supplied by Police HQ. Table 1 shows the 
count and rate of hate crimes at ward level.  Values less than 5 have been supressed and 
~60 records could not be mapped to a ward. 
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